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Many thanks to Mark Prusynskl, 

zone 6 Representative for his column. 

Beautiful fall colors provide the perfect Porsche 

backdrop. Photo by Bob Ellis. 
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IN THE ZONE 
Mark Prusynski, Zone 6 Representative

L
inda and I joined the Silver Sage Region of 

PCA in 1989 because I brought home a flyer 

about a Porsche gimmick rally. We didn’t 

know what that was, but we took our daughters in 

the ‘84 911 and headed over.  We enjoyed driving 

around the Idaho countryside looking for clues 

and took first place. I suppose there was some ad-

vantage to having extra sets of eyes, even if they 

were two and six years old.  We began participat-

ing in time-speed-distance (“TSD”) rallies and 

were reasonably good at it, although not without 

misadventures. TSD rallies were a staple of PCA 

back then, but lately our only opportunity for a 

TSD rally has been the Parade Rally.  A TSD Rally 

has been one of the four main competitive events 

at Parades for many years.

As Zone Rep, I see all the certificates of insur-

ance for the driving events in Zone 6.  As COVID 

restrictions loosened up, I began receiving quite 

a few for tours and some for gimmick rallies, 

but finally a TSD rally caught my eye because of 

its rarity.  I know the generation before me was 

into TSD rallies.  Has our generation failed to pass 

on this tradition?  Do members think they are 

too difficult?  Have couples heard legends about 

rallies that led to divorces?  I suspect that many 

members simply don’t know what they are and 

don’t have opportunities to participate.  

PCA has noticed and is considering a national 

rally committee or a rally chair to get some guide-

lines out there and revive the “art” of Porsche 

rallying.  I will be challenging each of our ten 

regions to put on at least one TSD rally next year 

and to encourage our members to participate.  

Members spend hours preparing their cars for a 

Concours and hundreds or thousands of dollars 

preparing their cars for an autocross or DE.  A TSD 

rally requires no new equipment and minutes of 

preparation time.  A full tank of gas is a good idea, 

a stopwatch and a clipboard or two are useful, but 

a pencil is the only required equipment other than 

your car. If you are sure you will never make a mis-

take, you can substitute a pen for a pencil. I think 

I convinced a certain Silver Sage member that a 

cell phone timer will not work, but I have used my 

watch with a sweep-second hand successfully. You 

might also hunt down one of the “measured miles” 

on the Interstate and figure out how accurate your 

odometer is.

I hope that by next spring rallies will be added 

to a long list of opportunities that we will have to 

enjoy our Porsches—and one anothers’ company.  

Stay safe. n

What Happened to Rallies?

Dr. Roy Johnson at one of the stops on the Club’s Photo Rally 
in September.
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Oregon Region Porsche Club of America 

NORTHWEST PASSAGE 2021 
June 16th – June 20th 

Update on the 2021 
Northwest Passage! 

The ORPCA Northwest Passage 
is “On The Road Again” with the 2021 
tour! We will be featuring new and 
exciting roads with rolling hills, 
mountains, and switchbacks, as well as 
familiar destinations from past tours that 
we all have come to enjoy. This year’s 
tour explores the roads of the high plains 
of central and eastern Oregon, passing 
through towns named Wasco, Condon, 
Heppner, Sumpter, Baker City and John 
Day.   From beautiful rivers and 
mountains, to undulating hills, this year’s 
Northwest Passage Tour will be a great 
drive as well as a feast for the eyes. To add 
more fun to this year’s tour, we will be 
offering an optional Sunday night stay at 
Riverhouse on the Deschutes. 

Porsche of Beaverton will host a 
pre-tour social event on Wednesday 
night in their fabulous showroom.  An 
event not to miss, we will be treated to a 
tasty selection of hors d’ oeuvres, wine 
and beer, amidst beautiful Porsches as we 
say hello to old friends and greet new 
tour participants.  

 
The 2021 Northwest Passage 

begins on Thursday afternoon when 
participants meet where the Cascade 
Mountains intersect with the Columbia 
River. The Northwest Passage Team will 
host a welcome reception on Thursday 

evening with hors d’oeuvers, wine and 
beer to welcome participants and to 
provide a time for us to meet and 
socialize with one another. 

Friday morning, our route 
follows the Columbia River and then up 
on the central Oregon high plateau as we 
wind our way east through Condon, 
Heppner and Sumpter, enjoying some 
spectacular scenery and fun Porsche 
roads. Friday afternoon we continue east 
to Baker City where a full street will be 
blocked off so tour participants can park 
and display their cars.  

Friday evening, the Northwest 
Passage Team will host a reception with 
wine and beer at the historic and majestic 
Geiser Grand Hotel. 

 

Saturday morning, we zig zag 
our way towards John Day. After lunch, 
we head west, following great driving 
roads with big sweeping curves and long 
straight stretches filled with beautiful 
scenery, before arriving at our 
destination, Riverhouse on the Deschutes 
in Bend.  

The Northwest Passage Team 
will once again host its locally famous, 
always popular, keg and car wash 
following our Saturday drive. This event 
gives everybody a chance to wash the 

road grime off their cars, socialize and 
just have fun. A hosted beer keg and 
snacks will be provided. Saturday 
evening, we will enjoy a delicious hosted 
dinner together at the Riverhouse on the 
Deschutes.  

 
Sunday morning, we enjoy a 

lovely hosted brunch. For those who 
don’t have to rush back home, we have 
planned an optional Sunday night stay at 
the Riverhouse on the Deschutes where 
you can sit back and enjoy the amenities 
of the resort, watch the Deschutes river 
flow by or explore the local roads. 

Registration for the NW Passage 
tour will open on December 8th.  It will be 
online, and payment will be by credit 
card. This year’s NW Passage will be 
limited to 35 cars to ensure the safety of 
all participants. Look for information on 
how register in an email before this 
opening date. 
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